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Dear Postulants and Professed members, 

I would like to say a few words this month on the rule of television.  As you all know 
as a general rule the use of the television is off limits to 3rd order members.  And just for 
clarity sake I have included a copy of the television rule in this month’s letter.  The reasons 

for not watching this or related Medias are deeper than just avoiding the spirit of the world.  
It is a question of what to do with our spare time and the value we place on human 

interaction and active intellectual pursuits. 

To quote an article on technology by Christopher Check on the influence of modern 
technology, illustrates the point: “These machines promise freedom when, in fact, they 
enslave us.  They dissolve tradition.  Rather than strengthening human relationships, they 

render them more abstract.  They encourage isolation.  They divorce us from reality. They 
make truth hard to uncover.  They serve as obstacles to our relationship with the divine.” In 
short, many of these modern wonders do more harm to human nature than the good that 

they propose. Human beings need human contact and the technology that promises to 
increase contact actually makes it more distant.  This is the phenomenon of virtual reality.  

The television gives us a version of reality that does not correspond with the truth.  Similar 
things can be said for the internet and the e-culture that is on the increase.  

 We could also speak of the intellectual damage done by an overdose of images as 
well as the loss of the ability to communicate with each other using proper language.  
People will always remain the best educators of other people and the tools they use will 

never substitute for human contact.  

The question is, what to do instead of watch T.V. or play on the internet etc?  These 
forms of entertainment are very exciting and easy to enjoy at the same time as being 
damaging to us.  The images that we can conjure up from reading a good story or listening 

to a beautiful symphony are far more powerful and enjoyable than the images offered to us 
by the screen. Reading of the great classics should be something common amongst us.  

These need not be always spiritual books but real classics like G.K. Chesterton or Charles 
Dickens to name a few.  The works of Shakespeare are worth the effort to learn.  It is also 
possible to take up an instrument or find out about the music of a certain composer.  If 

there is a good music concert in town, it may be worth a listen.  These cultural activities 
also make good conversation topics to bring up around the dinner table which aid the 

communication between family members or friends.  What we are aiming for is a love of the 
true, the good and the beautiful that reflect the ultimate truth, goodness and beauty of 

God.   

The fact of not being permitted to watch T.V. should be an incentive for us to find 
real activities instead of virtual activities to replace it with.  For parents of children they 



need to be able to offer an alternative to the attractive modern culture that is more 
attractive rewarding so that the children will not be seduced by the allurements of the anti- 

culture media that surrounds us.   Children will do what they see their parents doing, so if 
the parents are setting the cultural pace, then it is more likely that the children will follow.   

Please keep in your prayers the seminarians who will take the cassock on 15th August 
that they correspond to the grace of fidelity to the clerical state.  As usual I will offer Holy 

Mass for the intentions of all members this month that we remain faithful to the statutes. 

 

In the Sacred Heart, through the Immaculate heart of Mary, 

 

 

 

 
 
Fr. Christopher Curtis 

Spiritual Director of the Third Order of SSPX 

For Australia  

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


